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the credibility gap was born,

‘foday it is 8 fact of life -
* po thinking person can still be-
: lieve the Umteu States Gove
cmmont doesn’t lie.

~ This turning
2 des of Amenmn history begau
i on May 2, 1860, when the infore
. malion office at Inciviik
¢ Adana, "Tnvkey, issued a heiel
{reloase: A weather recon'
{ plane of um U-2 type had van-
i ished the day belore on 2 rou-
{ fine flight aver the 1
_m ea 0[ Turkey.

{
% The release added that a
igearch had heen launched,

: and the radio contact with the

i pilot-~- identified only as a ci-

'} vilian amployee of Lock‘nced
{ Alrcraft -~ indicated he we
; haviug pr oblems with his o;xy»
(-gen equip qﬂnt'

i

As a newsman working In
[+3 .

soint-in the eth- ©

ATD, |

ak@ Van

. assignment was to spend the

! week in Moscow covering thc-i
reaction to the talks, and my:

visa was approved mthom hes-:
tation.

Then ceme the homb:
D Epe al\mg to tha Supreme So-
Cviet in Moscow on May 5,
Khrushehev suddenly ¢ c;m[cd
ed from his routine report and:
. thundered  “Comrade  Depu-
{ies! Upon the instructiops of
he Soviet governraent, I must
report to you on agoressive ¢

£g
actions against the Soviet

. Union in fhe past few weeks

t Germany zt the time, this cor-

¢ respondent gave the release
- only cursory altention, Having

visited the air hase al Adang

that U-2
wwore stationed there, so thore
was no reason for questioning
¢ the story. '

No doubt the release was,
Vread with considerably more’
tinterest - by the editors of
S Pravada and Jzvestla.

Yorce issued & sccond re-

séveral times, I was aware,
“weather plancs’ -

A (hy or 80 latm, the An’“

on the part of the United:
States of Amcuca

“What were these
sive acltions? fThe United
Stales of America has heen {
sending aiveraft that have
been crossing our slate frou-
-tiers and intruding into the
airspace of the Sovict Union
« . . Therefore we must act —
shoot down {he plaumes! This
assignment was fulfilled -—'the

(23]

plane was shot down!

(Stormy, prolonged  ap-
plalse. Shouts “Correct!” and
“Shaine to the Aggressor!”)

As the shock wave 11ppﬂd
across the news wires of the
world, in Washinglon a NASA
spol:< sman conceded that the
missing  U-2 might have
stmycd across {he Soviet- hor-

Francis Gary Towers - was
“uneonscious.

- lease! Because of the cirenm- -
; stances surrounding the dis-.

plane,
all U-2
oxygen

_appearance  of the
CNASA was growiding
afrcraft to check the
equipment, )

Summit In Paris

© But there was :Appnoued for 1Recle«ase 2000/0

" the political horizon. Kiveryone

An Accidont

On May §, the S ate Depart-

, ment repfutvd ‘An unarmed
‘_U -2 weather rcconnaissance
eraft of the National Acronau-
: ties and Space Administrating
Jaisht have crossed the Soviel

Ao |

- der Whils tha pilot — listed as /Shas’i'n

Soviel air spdce and there
never has heen.”

The statement was  duly
ipublished Jn the Amcrican
'pl ess, along with irate state-
‘menis from corfain congress-
‘mmen castigating ihe uomtq
ifor shooting down an unarmed
‘plane.

" One Pritish journalist called
.o lop Staie Depariment offi-
“cial for an off-the-record state-
men{ and was told “Utterly
fantastic! Take one technical
point alone: the single-engine
U-2 has a range of only 2,500 1
iles «~ not 4 000 as Ehrush-
ichov'y fantastic tale implies.”

And the State Departwient
oven went so far as to send:
{he Russians a formal note of
mo‘ws» and ipgniry regarding

the fate of the pilot - the pﬂo»
presumed dead.

Then on May 7; Khrushchev
dropped the other shoe.

Addressing the Supreme So-.
viet again,
plained, “I did not say the pi-
lot was alive ‘and in good

~ health, and that we have parts
of the plane. We did so delib-
erately, becausc had we told.

everything at once, the Ameri-
cans would have invented an-
other version.”

ginAlLic

It was only then, the news-

men discovered, to their hor-

ror and indignation, that they

" had hecn participating in a lie,
They had believed whal they
had heen told, and go, presun-
'thy, had 1‘10(:1dent Fisen-
hower

Secrefary of State Clhristian

“{ed the U2 had probably

Khrushehev . ex-

- TS N king Torward 10 {llc ERFITCIR \ er: T ::.L'ne J)c Trarearorrmer ot
WALLACE pupnyg o was Jooking forve = ) o e o e
Dy WAL - ) (Q N ay 15 summit conference he-; partment spokesman, slated,”ing” flight over Russia, but
Special To The Stav {ween Dresident Eisenhower, “There was ahsolutely o o’ “there -was no authorization
. “ . T
Yleven years ago this week, - and Khrushchev in TParis, My Jiberate atterapt fo violate for amy such fHght.

Agam fhe press aceepted

-the word of the government,

although it was now obviolls
that someone had sent Powers
aloft, quite willing if he were
downed (after he had demo-
lished the plane and killed
himself  wilh  “his poisen
necdley o et America helieve
that Moscow was the real ag-
grcssm‘.

“James Reston of the New
York Times noted, “As to who
might have authorized the
flight, officials refused to con-

ment, I this particular flight
of the U-2 was not aaln@rued
|heu,, it could only be assume a
ithat someone in the chain of.
feommand in the Middle East
or Jurope had given the or~
der.” o :

. ]

Behind the scenes, CTA chief
Allen Dulles met Wiin Presi-
dent Eigsenhower and ofiered

to resign on May 9 to save the

govermment furiller embars
rassment. .

Khrushehey had Joft Drosi-
deni TiiserhoWwer an openins

by indieating me dced nmj.

have been done without
President’s  knowledss,
DPress Seeretary James Hag-
gerty was quoled w3 saying
“in his cponion” he didn't,
think President Iisorhower
had been aware of the mis-
“sion, D

the

Hopeless Situation

But the situation was, hope:
less, On May 11 President Wis-
enhower admitied th“t he had
personally  approve the-
flights because espion: x"e was
¢a distasteful but Vltl DECEs-.
" sity.” ;
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